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Board signs SRO agreements
By Wesley LeBlanc
The Oakleaf

FLEMING ISLAND – All Clay County 
high schools and junior high schools 
are set to receive resource officers 
until the end of the 2019 school year.

During its regular June 7 meet-
ing at Fleming Island High, the 
Clay County School Board voted to 
approve four different agreements 
that work together to ensure junior 
high and high schools receive the 
added security of a resource officer 
on campus during school hours. 
These agreements were created 
in collaboration with the Board of 
County Commissioners, the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office, the City of 
Green Cove Springs and the Town 
of Orange Park, and their respec-
tive police departments. The first 
agreement signed was between the 
board, the BCC and CCSO, and lasts 
from July 1 to September 30, 2018. 
This agreement acts to put a school 
resource officer in Bannerman Learn-
ing Center, Keystone Heights High, 
Clay High, Middleburg High, Fleming 
Island High, Ridgeview High, Orange 
Park High and Oakleaf High. It also 
stations an SRO in Wilkinson Junior 
High, Lakeside Junior High, Lake As-
bury Junior High and Oakleaf Junior 
High. 

This agreement, as well as the 
other three signed that night, come 
as a way to abide by the recently-
passed, but significantly underfund-
ed, Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School Public Safety Act that requires 
each Florida school district to assign 

FILE PHOTO

After months of debate and meetings among officials, the Clay County School District and the 
Board of County Commissioners have reached an agreement regarding School Resource Officers.

SEE RESOURCE, 11

BCC approves agreements, funding for SROs
By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – After 
months of meetings and discus-
sions, the Clay County Board of 
County Commissioners approved 
agreements with the Clay County 
School District to place school re-
source officers in every school.

The first item up for discussion 
was the board’s duty to approve 
a resolution that would direct the 
Supervisor of Elections to place 
a 1 mill ad valorem tax on the 
August 23 ballot. The tax referen-

dum was approved with a 3-2 vote 
by the school board now goes to 
the voters for a decision. The tax 
increase would result in an ad-
ditional $10 million for the school 
district that would provide $5.6 
million to be used to fully fund 
school resource officers in every 
school, and $4.4 million that would 
go into the general fund to be used 
on things like school hardening as 
well as keeping up with updates to 
curriculum. The money would not 
flow into local coffers until 2019.

SEE OFFICERS, 10

Tosha Egelund of Middleburg, a pediatric 
clinical pharmacist at Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital, was named a 2018 Legendary 
Caregiver. 

By Wesley LeBlanc
The Oakleaf

JACKSONVILLE – Tosha Ege-
lund was minutes away from her 
Middleburg home preparing to 
relax after a long shift at Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital, when she 
received a call from a physician 
whose patient needed emergency 
chemotherapy.

“He’s deteriorating,” said Ege-
lund, recounting the call. “If he 
doesn’t get chemotherapy tonight, 

Egelund honored as 
‘Legendary Caregiver’ 

SEE CAREGIVER, 11
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Sheriff talks crime in Middleburg 
By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf

MIDDLEBURG – The June 11 town hall 
meeting in Middleburg offered Clay 
County Sheriff Darryl Daniels and a few 
of his top-ranking deputies the chance 
to speak directly to the community. 

The event – the second event of 
its type – began with Daniels saying 
how poor the turnout was at a similar 
event in the Oakleaf community. 
About 35 residents joined more than 
a dozen CCSO deputies who took up 
much of the room inside the Middle-
burg Civic Association building. 

Drugs and school resource officers 
became the top two topics of discus-
sion for the event. Attendees appeared 
extremely concerned with the drug 
problem in the area, with some rais-
ing concerns over having personally 
observed drug deals in broad daylight. 
The sheriff and his staff assured attend-
ees they are there and will continue to 
eradicate drugs from the area and Clay 

County.
“We’re still going to be out there. 

I’ve seen people upset that we’re 
stopping vehicles and we’re doing 
things that are holding them up as 
they go places, and I apologize for 
that, but I’m not going to apologize 
for trying to stop the drug trade out 
there,” said Chief Wayne McKinney. 
“[In the last two months] we did 
472 traffic stops. One of the things 
I found interesting was the total 
vehicle searches we did was 126 and 
we made 98 drug arrests, that’s a 
pretty high percentage of the people 
we actually search that actually have 
dope in their car.”

According to the Sheriff’s Office, they 
are finding the drugs through more 
enhanced investigations at routine traffic 
stops. Patrol vehicles are stopping cars 
for moving violations, but will ask the 
driver first if they have anything illegal STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

Clay County Sheriff Darryl Daniels shakes hands with Gary Newman June 11 at the Middleburg 
Civic Association building during the sheriff’s town hall meeting with the public. SEE SHERIFF, 8

Clay schools to see new leadership in the fall
GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Clay Coun-
ty School Superintendent Addison 
Davis announced four administrative 
changes within the school district 
involving three principal positions at 
different schools.

Stephanie Jackson has been 
named the new principal of Grove 
Park Elementary School replacing 
Scott Voytko who had served the pre-
vious four years as principal. Jackson 
comes to Clay after having served for 
four years as principal of Pine Forest 
School of the Arts in Duval County 
Public Schools where she began her 
career 13 years ago as an eighth-
grade teacher.

Jackson taught for three years 
before accepting her first instruc-
tional coaching position. She served 
as an Instructional Coach at Andrew 
Jackson High for one year before 
becoming a Regional Reading Coordi-
nator for Florida’s Office of Differenti-
ated Accountability, where she served 
lower performing middle and high 

schools in Duval 
County. Jackson 
has been an 
assistant princi-
pal at both the 
middle and el-
ementary school 
levels. Jackson 
has two sons 
and a husband 
who also serves 
in the field of 
education.

Justin 
Faulkner is the 
new principal 
of Orange Park 
Junior High 
replacing Al 
De Jesus who 
had been at the 
school for four 
years. Faulkner is 
in his 12th year 
with the Clay 
County School District and moves 

over to OPJH 
from Orange 
Park High where 
he served as an 
assistant principal 
since 2014. He 
holds a master’s 
degree in edu-
cational leader-
ship from Saint 
Leo University. 
As a classroom 
teacher prior, he 
led the district in 
Advanced Place-
ment English 
passing rates and 
represented Clay 
High as Teacher 
of the Year. 
With his strong 
background 
and passion in 
English Language 
Arts, Faulkner worked alongside the 
English and reading departments 

at Orange Park High in an effort to 
raise literacy achievement across 
grade levels, and was selected as Clay 
County’s Assistant Principal of the 
Year for 2018.

Whether he is mentoring new 
teachers, transforming the practice 
of veteran teachers or simply provid-
ing ideas in curriculum and instruc-
tion, he works endlessly to ensure 
that each student achieves their full 
potential. Through the facilitation of 
professional development, classroom 
observations, and the provision of 
teacher feedback, Faulkner strives to 
impact instruction, so that it is rooted 
in academic rigor that leads to a suc-
cessful future for all students.

Jennifer Roach is the new supervi-
sor of Instructional Personnel. Roach 
has been with Clay County District 
Schools for 15 years, serving as a 
teacher at Clay Hill Elementary and 
Swimming Pen Creek Elementary, 

Chastity Lee 

Jennifer RoachStephanie Jackson

Justin Faulkner

SEE LEADERSHIP, 18
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JULY SAVINGS 
          Spectacular          S          S          S          S          S          S

          • Gorgeous outdoor recreati on center that includes a lakeside park with a    
             beauti ful swimming pool,  playground, sports fi eld and a scenic lakefront  
             pavilion and deck 
          • 5 interior community parks including Meadowlands Park, Wildfl ower Park,  
              Interpreti ve Park, Pooch Park and more
          • Conservati on areas & 4 large lakes
          • Gated community entrance 
          • All lots are preserve, park or lakefront  
          • Excellent school district
          • Homes from the low $300’s

          

          S          S          S          Spectacular          Spectacular          S          Spectacular          S          Spectacular          Spectacular          S          S          S          S          S          S

Directi ons: South on 
Blanding Blvd, west on 
Old Jennings Rd.,  
3.5 miles on the left    

Write a contract to build in Linda Lakes
PICK YOUR PLAN • PICK YOUR LOT • PICK YOUR OPTIONS

during the month of July & receive a 

FREE Outdoor Summer Living Package*

valued at $5,000 that includes a: 

 

 

SEDA Constructi on Company-CGC020880 *See agent for details- Saving of up to $23,000 special off er is comprised of $7,000 paid 
toward total Closing Costs with SEDA approved lender, plus buyer receives $11,000 in opti ons of buyer’s choice (which must be 
used toward opti ons and can not be taken off  of the sales price and can not be used toward closings costs), plus FREE Outdoor 
Living Package valued at $5,000 (no substi tuti ons allowed). Screen enclosure is for plans with back porches or buyer has 
selected the porch opti on. Applies to full priced contracts only writt en between 6/21/18-7/31/18 on homes to be built in 
Linda Lakes only and does not apply to spec/ inventory homes for a total savings up to $23,000. This off er is for a limited 
ti me only & cannot be combined with any other special.  Price & availability subject to change without noti ce. 

 Screen enclosure*

 Pavers on the 
           back porch

 Ceiling fans

   Plus, receive $11,000 
             in free opti ons of your 
             choice* and
 
 Up to $7,000 toward
 total closing costs*

(904) 573-6026 
www.SEDAnewhomes.com  

for a TOTAL SAVINGS of up to $23,000*

$23,000 IN TOTAL SAVINGS* 
WHEN YOU BUILD NOW IN         

LIN DA  LAKES

Up
To

         
LIN DA  LAKES

NO CDD
FEES

CRC holds final meeting
By Wesley LeBlanc
The Oakleaf

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The final 
Charter Review Commission meeting 
consisted of quick votes and a bout 
between not only its appointed mem-
bers, but with a Clay County Commis-
sioner as well. 

During the 
June 13 CRC 
meeting, the 
commission 
voted unani-
mously on two 
separate agenda 
items before a 
heated discussion 
between CRC 
Chairman Amy 
Pope-Wells, CRC 
members Amy 
Miller, Ronald 
Stotler and BCC 
member Gayward 
Hendry broke 
out. The two 
votes were the 
final ones needed 
to send two char-
ter revision ballot 
questions to Clay 
County voters 
this fall.

After a 12-0 vote, CRC members 
approved a referendum that asks 
voters if BCC member term lim-
its should be increased, from two 
consecutive four-year terms, to three, 
giving potential members the op-
portunity to spend 12 years in a BCC 
chair. The second vote made that 
night, which passed 12-0, will add 
to the ballot a referendum that asks 
voters if they believe the charter-
specified county commissioner salary 
of $37,000 should be removed. It also 
asks voters if they’d like to remove 
the requirement that county commis-
sioner salary changes be approved 

by a majority of electors in a general 
election. If voters pass this measure, 
BCC members would be able to have 
their salaries adjusted without the 
consent of the majority of voters. The 
referendum will ask voters to allow 
BCC member salaries to be incre-
mentally adjusted to “equal only 70% 
of the salaries set by general law for 
county commissioners in non-charter 
counties, phased in roughly equal 
increments over four budget years.” 

If voters pass this through, the 
BCC salary will increase from its cur-
rent $37,000 to $51,580. As the ballot 
question will state, this salary in-
crease will occur in equal incremen-
tal increases over four years.

The CRC meeting didn’t end after 
these two votes, however. Earlier this 
month, Clay County judge Kristina 
Mobley filed a complaint against 
Lucy Ann Hoover, who is challenging 
Mobley who was appointed by Gov. 
Rick Scott. According to Mobley’s 
complaint, Hoover failed to qualify 
for the ballot on time and improperly 
completed qualifying documents.

On June 12, CRC Chairman Pope-
Wells spoke before the Board of 
County Commissioners threatening 
to hold another CRC meeting that in-
volve investigating the circumstances 
surrounding Hoover’s bid for of-
fice. Pope-Wells questioned whether 
Hoover’s political consultant, Michael 
Kerekes was on the Clay County 
School Board clock while he assisted 
Hoover the day of qualifying in the 
Supervisor of Elections’ offices on Or-
ange Avenue in Green Cove Springs. 
Kerekes maintains he is on a leave of 
absence from his job as the coordina-
tor of community and strategic part-
nerships for the school district, while 
working on his political campaign 
business. However, Pope-Wells said 
the CRC needed to decide if 

SEE CRC, 8

Gayward Hendry 

Amy Pope-Wells

Puzzle Answers
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By Jim Rosica
FloridaPolitics.com

An appellate court has shot 
down a trial judge’s order to 
make immediate her rul-

ing that medical marijuana can be 
smoked in Florida.

The 1st District Court of Appeal, 
in a one-page order dated June 18, 
quashed Circuit Judge Karen Gievers’ 
order allowing patients to smoke. 

The state’s appeal of the decision 
placed an automatic ‘stay,’ or hold, 
on the ruling pending review. Giev-
ers’ order lifted that stay.

“The stay 
provided for by 
(the) Florida 
Rule(s) of Appel-
late Procedure 
… shall remain 
in effect pending 
final disposition 
of the merits of 
this appeal,” the 
appellate court’s 
Monday order 
said. “An opinion 
setting forth this Court’s reasoning 
will issue at a later date.”

A spokesman for the Florida 
Department of Health had said the 
agency is reviewing the ruling and 
“working every day to implement the 
law.”

The agency said medical mari-
juana is still available to patients 
– though not in smoking form. It 
regulates the drug through its Office 
of Medical Marijuana Use.

Meantime, attorneys for plain-
tiffs in the smoking case and for Joe 
Redner – the Tampa strip club mogul 
who won a decision allowing him 
to grow and juice his own medical 
marijuana – have asked the state’s 
Supreme Court to take over the ap-
peals.

John Morgan, the Orlando attor-
ney behind the 2016 constitutional 
amendment approving medical mari-
juana, also organized the smoking 
lawsuit. He has called on Republican 
Gov. Rick Scott, now running for U.S. 
Senate, to drop further court chal-
lenges of Gievers’ ruling.

She previously found “there is no 
likelihood of success” by the state on 
appeal.

By Harrison Dinsbeer

Every week, the police in 
Calais, France remove or 
cut up the tents of refugees 

seeking asy-
lum in the U.K. 
These men, 
most of whom 
came from the 
Middle East 
and eastern 
Africa, are try-
ing to reach 
southern Eng-
land through 
the underwater 
rail tunnel that 
runs from Calais to Folkestone 
under the English Channel. 

They live on no means but the 
goods distributed by volunteer aid 
organizations like L’Auberge des 
Migrants, where two friends and I 
volunteered for two weeks in May. 
The police often confiscate the 
men’s possessions and firewood 
during the raids, and when I visit-
ed a clearing where many refugees 
were staying, the police had beaten 
three of them the night before. 

L’Auberge processes donations 
and, alongside a few other groups, 
distributes them to the refugee 
sites. The pressure of this work – 
i.e. an awareness of its absolute 
necessity – would surely drive 
some to overwork themselves and 
to burnout if it weren’t for the effi-
cient schedule and attitudes of the 
volunteers.

The workday at the warehouse 
starts at 9:30 a.m. with an encour-
aging meeting led by the manager 
of the warehouse. We’re told that 
we must take two days off each 
week – rest is crucial to stay sane 
and to do our best work.

In one half of the warehouse, 
the volunteers measure, check for 
quality and sort men’s and wom-
en’s clothing, blankets, backpacks, 
etc. Not particularly large as far as 
warehouses go, this one is adorned 
with (often emphatic) instructional 
signs in French, English, or both. 
At the behest of a French supervi-
sor, my friend Isaac made a sign 
explaining how to sort clothes.

 The other half of the ware-
house contains boxes of goods 
ready to be delivered, a makeshift 
car repair shop (I don’t know 
whose cars are fixed or why), and 
an enormous pile of clothes unsuit-
able for the refugees.

Along the back wall, partly hid-
den by empty cardboard boxes, is 
a large white panel with painted 
handprints offering various mes-
sages (possibly graffiti), some 
legible and others not. They were 
encouragements, political claims 
and calls for international action in 
Europe’s migrant crisis.

At 12:45 p.m., the hour-long 
lunch break starts, and it’s practi-
cally mandatory. The workday 
ends at 6 p.m., and working late is 

Opinions 
The views and opinions expressed on this page are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Clay Today. 

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about the county commission, the school board or your city council or commission, 

sit down and take a few moments to write us a letter.
All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling and write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to local issues, be clear 

and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and spelling. In your email, type Letter to the Editor in your 

Word of the Week is a feature 
that aims to help readers boost their 
vocabulary in a meaningful way that 
has practical application. Each week, 
our editorial staff presents a word, 
its definition and its use in a sen-
tence.

Doyen: A noun meaning “a 
person considered to be knowledge-
able or uniquely skilled as a result 
of long experience in some field of 
endeavor.”

“After having such critically-
acclaimed books as The Liars’ Club, 
Cherry and Lit, author Mary Karr 
could quite well be called the doyen 
of memoir-writing.”

A model for the day-in, day-out

Letter to the 
EditorJim Rosica

Harrison Dinsbeer

Court puts 
hold on smokable 
medical cannabis

SEE CANNABIS, 5 SEE WORK, 5

Animal lover shocked at 
over-filled pet shelters

As an animal lover, I am appalled 
that our local animal shelters are 
all either at or over capacity. Given 
the fact that spaying and neutering 
is now done free of charge at many 
facilities, it seems that this problem 
should no longer such a huge and 
tragic issue. 

How, in this day and age, can so 
many people remain ignorant and/
or lazy regarding their pets? I realize 
that sometimes pets must be surren-
dered due to circumstances beyond 
their owners’ control. However, this 
year our shelters have seen a large 
number of surrenders from people 
who, for one reason or another, just 
no longer want their pets. 

This level of irresponsibility says 
a great deal about us as a society. 
It seems that too many people do 
not realize that pets are a huge 
responsibility, just as children are. 
These animals are God’s creatures, 
have feelings just as humans do, and 
deserve the same loving care and 
attention we give our children or any 

SEE LETTER, 5
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How to report a problem with a 
Clay Electric outdoor light

If you are aware of an inoperative or malfunctioning outdoor light on Clay Electric 
Cooperative’s lines, call 1-800-224-4917 to report the problem, or visit 

When reporting the problem, you will need to provide the following information so 
the co-op can make the appropriate repair, and contact you should there be any 
questions: 

 (2) A description of where the outdoor light is located on the property
 (3) A description of the nature of the malfunction or failure of illumination of  
  the outdoor light

  number, account number (if a Clay Electric Cooperative member) and email  
  address (if using the online form)

This ad is printed in compliance with Florida Statute 768.1382.

Cannabis
from page 4

The governor “is wasting taxpay-
ers’ money on this frivolous appeal 
while veterans, cops, firefighters 
(with PTSD) and really sick people 
suffer,” Morgan said in a statement. 
“This callous meanness has no room 
in Florida. This act of cruelty will 
cost him the Senate seat.”

The department also reported last 
Friday that the state had surpassed 
100,000 people with an approved 
medical marijuana patient identifica-
tion card, but a spokesman said that 
would not trigger the issuance of 
another four licenses for marijuana 
providers under state law.

That “was everyone’s expecta-
tion and assumption,” Jeff Sharkey, 
founder of the Medical Marijuana 
Business Association of Florida, said 
last week. “I think there will prob-
ably be more than a little disappoint-
ment over this.”

The 100,000-patient milestone 
was announced via email on June 15. 
But again, according to a department 
spokesman, that doesn’t mean the 
department will issue another four 
licenses to grow and sell medical 
marijuana, as provided under state 
law.

The state had exceeded 100,000 
overall almost two months ago – co-
incidentally on April 20, or 4/20 – in 
its medical marijuana use registry. 
The June 15 mark of 100,372 refers 
specifically to those that have an 
approved patient identification card 
application.

“That figure does not completely 
reflect an actual threshold that would 
trigger the new licenses,” spokes-
man Devin Galleta said in a phone 
interview June 15. “Once we do have 
the ability to approve new licenses, 
we do expect there to be four new 
licenses available at that time.”

The latest 100,000-plus tally cov-
ers “all applications approved over 
time,” Galleta explained, including 
“renewals and nonactive patients, so 
that doesn’t necessarily reflect the 
true number of active and qualified 
patients in the registry.”

But exceeding 100,000 approved 
ID cards to trigger extra licenses 
“was everyone’s expectation and as-
sumption,” said Jeff Sharkey, founder 
of the Medical Marijuana Business 
Association of Florida. “I think there 
will probably be more than a little 
disappointment over this.”

State law says within six months 
of cracking the 100,000 mark, “the 
department shall license four addi-
tional medical marijuana treatment 
centers (MMTCs).” With every addi-
tional 100,000 patients, another four 
licenses have to issue.

Those patients, however, have 

to be “active” and “qualified.” That 
means “a resident of this state who 
has been added to the medical 
marijuana use registry by a quali-
fied physician to receive marijuana 
or a marijuana delivery device for a 
medical use, and who has a qualified 
patient identification card.”

As the department’s own disclaim-
er says, “Not all patients entered into 
the medical marijuana use registry 
apply for medical marijuana use 
identification cards.”

When asked when the number of 
patients would trigger the issuance 
of additional licenses, Galleta said he 
“was not certain on that,” but would 
seek clarification from the depart-
ment’s Office of Medical Marijuana 
Use (OMMU), which regulates the 
drug.

Added Sharkey: “I agree it would 
be good to know what that number 
is. I believe (having over 100,000 
approved ID cards) is what most leg-
islators thought would trigger new 
licenses.”

Approved MMTCs currently num-
ber 13, with 43 retail locations across 
the state, records show.

With a lack of new licenses, 
businesses seeking to get into the 
medicinal cannabis market in Florida 
will likely take to buying licenses 
from existing providers.

Earlier this month, MedMen 
Enterprises Inc. of Los Angeles, the 
country’s biggest medical marijuana 
provider, said it had agreed to pay 
$53 million for a license from Central 
Florida’s Treadwell Nursery.

Others, such as Louis Del Favero 
Orchids – a Tampa orchid nursery 
– are seeking to use a provision in 
state law that gives preference in 
granting licenses to companies with 
underused or shuttered citrus facto-
ries. That was part of legislation that 
implemented the 2016 constitutional 
amendment allowing medical mari-
juana in the state.

n
Jim Rosica covers state govern-

ment from Tallahassee for Florida 
Politics. Jim graduated from law 
school in 2009 after spending nearly 
a decade covering courts for the 
Tallahassee Democrat. His article ap-
pears courtesy of FloridaPolitics.com. 

other human in need. Anyone who 
considers taking a pet into their 
family has the obligation to realize 
that they need to properly care for 
this animal throughout their entire 
life. Giving up a pet when one no 
longer wants to care for it, letting 

the animal run wild and uncared 
for, should be considered as much 
of a crime by our society as treat-
ing a human family member in the 
same manner.

Pamela Jordan
Fleming Island

EVERY ISSUE MAKES YOU FEEL 
GREAT TO BE INFORMED

Call Today 
904-264-3200 

To Advertise

Letter 
from page 4

hardly tolerated. This planned, 
inviolable rest enables the moti-
vated to work hard without feel-
ing driven to work too much for 
the sake of well-being.

A respect for time off is nec-
essary for workaholics and slug-
gards alike – many of us who 
struggle to stay motivated simply 
fail to rest sufficiently. 

In fact, during a training ses-
sion in one of the offices in the 
warehouse, I noticed a small sign 
hanging above the whiteboard: 
“When was your last day off?”

At the warehouse, I felt 
unusually driven to do my best, 
even while doing the most me-
nial of tasks. The necessity of 
the work was obvious to me, so 
I was able to work with urgency 
and attention. 

To do our best work, our job 
must be important to us. That is 
to say, we must make it impor-
tant, no matter how meaningless 

Work
from page 4

it seems. We must work to serve God 
and others, or our work will mean 
nothing to us. If we work in service 
like this, any job – from landscaping 
to dog-sitting to activism – can be 
done with vigor and inspired effort. 

L’Auberge taught me that hard 
work depends not on toughness and 
gritted teeth but on deliberate rest 
and on a higher purpose that comes 
not from the work itself, but from 
the worker’s desire to serve.

To do our best work, our job 
must be important to us. That is 
to say, we must make it 
important, no matter how mean-
ingless it seems. We must work 
to serve God and others, or our 
work will mean nothing to us. If 
we work in service like this, any 
job – from landscaping to 
dog-sitting to activism – can be 
done with vigor and inspired 
effort. 
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CLIVE B. RAYNER, DMD
Oral Facial Surgery of Orange Park 
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904.269.5195 • www.drrayner.com
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8483 Merchants Way | Jacksonville, FL 32222 | 904-317-6555 | www.oakleafvet.com
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¨  Rabies Tag    ¨  Leash    ¨  Bedding/Toys    ¨  Pre-Plan Pet Friendly Accommodations
¨  Microchip, It’s Easy and Reunites Families!

●  Wellness Exams
●  Real-Time Ultrasound Imaging
●  Laser Therapy
●  Vaccinations
●  Dental Care with Digital X-Ray & 

Ultrasonic Scaler
●  Non Invasive Digital Thermal Imaging
●  Dermatology

●  General Surgery
●  Diagnostic Lab On-Site
●  High Defi nition Digital X-Ray
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We 
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CLOSED ON 
4th OF JULY

By Chase Carle
The Oakleaf

ORANGE PARK – A glimpse of past 
pain briefly marred the startling 
intense gaze of Alexis Bastin as she 
spoke about what led her to this 
point. An abusive father had her feel-
ing worthless and without purpose 
in life. Losing one of her closest 
friends only served to send her even 
further down a dark path. Sneak-
ing out and skipping school became 
the norm. Substance abuse was just 
another way to escape those feel-
ings. Then an encounter with a Clay 
County Sherriff’s officer changed 
everything.

“He showed up at my house 
when me and my mom were hav-
ing an argument. He told me that I 
needed to change my life or I was 
going to end up in jail if I kept going 
down the path I was going down,” 
said Bastin. “He recommended the 
academy as a way to avoid that.”

The academy Bastin is talking 
about is the Florida Youth Challenge 
Academy.

Established in 2001, the academy 

After graduating as a cadet from Class 34 
at the Florida Youth Challenge Academy at 
Camp Blanding, Alexis Bastin will return to 
her high school career at Ridgeview High 
with a new formula for success. 

Cadets graduate from Class 34 at FLYCA
is a voluntary boot camp style alter-
native high school based on the cam-
pus of Camp Blanding. The program, 
which is open to students statewide, 
is funded by the Florida National 
Guard, state departments of Juvenile 
Justice and Children and Families, 
while the teachers are provided by 
the Clay County School District. 

Bastin was one of 137 cadets who 

SEE CADET, 17
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ers from the outgoing fourth grade 
class, and said he was taking a break 
from reading after reading more than 
double the 40 articles required by the 
district. The break, however, is only a 
break from nonfiction as Kelley has 
already embarked on a several-hun-
dred-page fantasy novel in the week 
since school let out.

“I’m about 100 pages in,” Kelley 
said while listing all the books he 
hopes to read this summer. “I re-
ally like science fiction because it’s 
something that you can relate to the 
future. Reading is like a getaway for 
me, something to relax to.”

Sarah Rosier, Kelley’s mother, said 

she can’t believe how her son has 
taken to reading.

“If I don’t let him play Xbox or 
watch TV, the first thing he does is 
reach for a book,” she said. “Some-
times late at night I go to his room 
because he’s still up and I expect him 
to be watching TV or YouTube, in-
stead he’s usually just reading in bed 
with a flashlight.”

Kelley’s compatriot Jackson In-
gram makes up the other half of the 
fourth grade class’ top two readers. 
After beginning Achieve 3000, Ingram 
has answered some of the difficult 

NO PRESCRIPTION NEEDED
• 100% Organic
• 100% Water Soluble
• Gluten Free/Non GMO
• Pain/Anxiety

1871 Wells Road, Suite 100 • Orange Park, FL
904-375-2573

 Like us on Facebook for Specials www.facebook.com/cbdofj ax/
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FUNERAL HOME AND CEMETERY
One convenient location, because it’s important for family to be together at a diffi cult time.
Pre-Planning - Peace of mind, Locking in at today’s prices - 0% fi nancing for 60 months

Discounted Funeral Packages (Pre-Need Only) | Pre-Planned Veteran Discounts 

Visit us at JacksonvilleMemoryGardens.com
111 Blanding Boulevard (Next to Orange Park Mall) | 904-272-2435

JACKSONVILLE
MEMORY GARDENS

800 Oakleaf Plantation Pkwy
Orange Park, FL 32065

OakleafBaptist.com

Sundays
Sunday School 9:15am

Worship Service 10:30am 

AWANA 5:00pm

Evening Service 6:00pm

Wednesdays
Supper 5:15pm

Mid-week service, 
Youth & Kids services 6:30pm

Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm

Service Times

MARY  
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Cell: (904) 463-9953
Offi  ce: (904) 312-9300
Mary@SellstateHighPerformanceRealty.com
12276 San Jose Blvd, Ste 206, Jacksonville FL 32223

By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf

MIDDLEBURG – As you drive 
through the streets and gravel roads 
surrounding Middleburg you might 
notice a handful of signs dotting 
the homes of the town’s top young 
scholars.

When the Clay County School 
District embarked on the new read-
ing initiative Achieve 3000, Wilkinson 
Elementary School administrators 
wanted to take the program a step 
further for its top performing readers. 
The program, originating with Super-
intendent Addison Davis, aims to get 
kids interested in reading, but with a 
challenging twist. The school district 
requires students to read nonfiction 
articles instead of the normal fare 
checked out from school libraries. 
The benefits of this are numerous, 
but the primary focus is introducing 
young readers to scientific research 
papers and carefully cited articles, 
similar to what they might have to 
use for research in college.

“Through reading these articles, 
a lot of these kids discover interests 
they didn’t know they had,” said 
Heather Teto, principal. “The more 
you read, the smarter you get.” 

Teto and the school’s Assistant 
Principal Carolyn Hayward wanted to 
ensure the program was a success at 
their school, and provided incentives 
throughout the year to keep kids 
on track. Achieve 3000 has studnets 

reading 40 articles throughout the 
year, about one per week, but some 
students at Wilkinson doubled that 
number, something the two admins 
did not expect.

“Most of our students are exceed-
ing the requirements,” Teto said. 
“We’ve had a lot of success with this 
program. We live in a really challeng-
ing community but we have some 
beautiful children who are the most 
beautiful scholars.”

In an attempt to meet the effort 
put forth by some of their highest 
achievers, Teto and Hayward looked 
to a school district in Georgia where 
they had been following a program 
similar to Achieve 3000 for a while 
and paid close attention to their 
incentives program. Through this re-
search, the two came up with an idea 
to surprise the top two performers in 
each grade level from fourth through 
sixth and surprise them during sum-
mer break with a yard sign that lets 
passersby know that “A WES Extraor-
dinary Reader Lives Here.”

The kids have no idea they are 
top performers, and because of the 
close-knit community at Wilkin-
son they are all happy to see their 
principal and assistant principal even 
though they’re on break.

“This is the best school,” said Jes-
sie Kelley Jr., 10, after receiving his 
yard sign. “You guys are always do-
ing something to keep learning fun!”

Kelley was one of the top read-

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

Wilkinson Elementary School Assistant Principal Carolyn Hayward, left, and Principal Heather Teto, 
right, present a sign and certificate to Jackson Ingram,10, at his home June 18 after 
determining him to be one of the fourth grade class’ top two readers of the year.

Signs point to awesome 
readers in Middleburg

SEE READER, 9
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discussion concerning Kerekes 
should be opened up before the 
CRC disbands having fulfilled 
the role assigned it by the BCC. 

“What this body has to do 
is just take a look at this com-
plaint, and make sure that based 
on the issue that we discussed 
and considered, that it does not 
affect any of our current posi-
tion,” Pope-Wells said. “That 
given in light that before the 
body closes and goes to final 
report, that we share with the 
body, in complete transparency, 
that an issue was filed and the 
documents were there, and that 
it’s up to this body to determine 
if we want to read this and en-
tertain this for additional discus-
sion or leave it the legal unit of 
the judge to actually make the 
decision.”

CRC members Ronald Stotler 
quickly replied by explaining 
this court case and those in-
volved has nothing to do with 
the CRC.

“I have no idea what this 
has to do with the board or the 
charter, and if somebody could 
explain that, then I might have 
a feeling, otherwise I’m for ad-
journment,” Stotler said. 

Miller jumped into the dis-
cussion following Stotler with 
the idea that preemptive action 
might be necessary. 

“We don’t know what the 
outcome is going to be with 
this,” Miller said. “What if there 
is something that comes to frui-
tion in the time to come, and it’s 
something that we could have 
addressed through the charter, 
in terms of processes and keep-
ing integrity within our system.” 

Following Miller, Hendry 
asked Pope-Wells if he could 
approach the podium where he 
said he doesn’t understand why 
anyone on the CRC is concerned 
about this at all.

“Why are you and your col-
lective pursuing this?” Hendry 
asked Pope-Wells. “There’s noth-
ing in this lawsuit that speaks 
to integrity. It’s between [Clay 
County Superintendent] Addison 
Davis and whoever the employ-
ee was. If you’ve got anything 
about that, Davis needs to know 
about it but it ain’t none of you 
guys’ business and it ain’t none 
of my business.”

Hendry continued by ques-
tioning Pope-Wells about a 
public records 

CRC
from page 3

but will ask the driver first if they 
have anything illegal in their car, and 
then they will ask for permission 
to search the car. If permission is 
denied, the sheriff reminded the audi-
ence that they can legally say no to 
a search, and they will bring a police 
dog to do a quick sniff-sweep of the 
exterior of the vehicle. According to 
the sheriff, and the law, the entire 
stop should take no longer than the 
30 minutes allowed for a typical traf-
fic stop. 

“If you ain’t doing nothing wrong, 
you ain’t got no problems,” Chief 
Kenny Stivers said. “The dogs are 
trained to hit on dope scent – if you 
don’t have dope in your car, but the 
guy who rode with you to Winn-Dixie 
was smoking dope, the dog is going 
to hit on your car. So understand, OK, 
take some responsibility. If you’ve got 
a pothead friend, don’t let him ride in 
your car.”

The sheriff then went on to talk 
about the amount of police work that 
is done on a daily basis that the de-
partment does not publicize, includ-
ing the recent seizure of four kilo-
grams of uncut fentanyl and $55,000 
cash, and the same person being 
caught with a trafficking amount of 
heroin on Fleming Island, according 
to the sheriff. 

“There’s a lot of things that go on 
that you have no idea about what’s 
happening. There’s men and women 
who work in an undercover capac-
ity that put their lives in serious 
danger to keep you safe and you’ll 
never ever hear about them,” he said. 
“You’ll never hear about the fruits of 
their labor because we don’t publi-
cize everything.”

The drugs the sheriff discussed 
Monday were recovered as part of 
an active investigation alongside the 
State Attorney’s office, according 
to Public Information Officer Chris 
Padgett, and no arrests have been 
made as the narcotics unit is still 
gathering evidence to ensure all par-
ties involved are caught.

“Narcotics is a different realm 
because they work [with undercover 
officers and confidential informants] 
on these types of cases,” Padgett said. 
“Documentation doesn’t always get 
submitted because it is very active 
intel.”

As the drug arrests conversation 
died down, the sheriff was asked 
about what was going to happen 
regarding School Resource Officers 
in Clay County Schools. The sheriff 
took a firm position early on that he 
was not happy with the plan set in 
motion by the Clay County School 
District, and that going forward he 
expects deputies serving as school 

resource officers in each school. 
“I’ll say this, that is not the ideal 

scenario for Clay County – my 
opinion – but the school board has 
elected to fund school resource of-
ficers being in the high schools and 
junior high schools and then they 
would like for guardians to be in the 
elementary schools,” Daniels said. “It 
came down to money, not Sheriff’s 
Office money, school board money. 
The law says that the school board 
owns the SRO program.”

Daniels said that the guardian 
program wasn’t something he had to 
agree to. Despite his distaste for the 
idea, though, he said he would sup-
port it temporarily.

“I don’t have to participate in the 
guardian program, I can say, ‘We’re 
not gonna do a guardian program in 
Clay County,’ now that puts it back 
on school board to fund up school 
resource officers for all the schools,” 
he said. “Where are they going to 
get the money from in short fashion? 
They’re not, so this is the prudent 
thing to do.”

Daniels said at one point that may-
be someone from the school board, 
or that Superintendent Addison Davis 
should have been invited so that they 
could have answered questions spe-
cifically related to their budget and 
decisions regarding the issue. Though 
not present Monday evening, Davis 
responded to some of the questions 
asked from the school’s perspective. 

“As Superintendent of Schools, I 
agree that funding should be placed 
on visibility and accessibility of law 
enforcement,” Davis said. “In our 
school district it was an underfunded 
mandate. With that said, it’s very clear 
that, to have school resource officers 
in every school would be $5.6 mil-
lion, which we do not have.”

Davis said he has a shared goal 
with Daniels to put school resource 
officers in every school across the 
county.

“I aspire to put SROs in all of the 
schools, but right now we don’t have 
the [financial]resources to do that,” 

Davis said. “We’re doing what we can 
while still focusing on teaching and 
learning. We can’t remove instruction 
and curriculum and continue to pro-
vide accelerated opportunities for our 
students to compete not just locally 
but nationally.”

Daniels cited the July 1 deadline 
for the school district to submit a list 
of applicants’ names to the sheriff 
who will then move into the 144 
hours of training required by the 
state for those chosen as guardians. 

“There are people who, a little 
over 30 people, have applied to fill 
the roles as guardians. It’s kinda odd 
because the people have to already 
be employees of the school district 
to even be considered for guardians,” 
Daniels said. “The spirit of the way 
that the law is written was so that 
a current school employee who has 
a concealed weapons permit, who 
wants to be in this program, would 
be in the program. But the district 
went a different route, or is going 
a different route, and they’re hiring 
from the outside and gonna make 
these people employees.” 

Daniels said he’s not concerned 
with whether or not they’re current 
employees as long as they pass a 
background check, psychological 
examination and other requirements 
involved in the 3.5-week training 
course. Daniels said that every time 
he gets the opportunity he asks 
Davis for the list of names, seemingly 
concerned with the amount of time it 
would take to train the guardians, but 
that he should be fine as long as he 
has the list by the July 1 deadline. 

Davis said the district is treating 
the process with great importance, 
and they have had almost double the 
number of applicants that Daniels 
cited who are already undergoing in-
terviews with a panel of experts who 
Davis pulled to help with the hiring. 

“We have had over 65 apply, and 
we have been vetting internally this 
week,” Davis said. “Included on the 
panel is a deputy from the sheriff’s 
office to make sure we are selecting 
the right individuals.”

Davis continued about the dis-
trict’s joy in the amount of interest 
they have received for the positions, 
and that he is working to get the 
candidates’ information to the sheriff 
as soon as possible to get training 
underway.

“We are excited about the pull 
with 65 candidates, we’ll be able to 
narrow that down to 30 candidates 
and probably send more than 30 
to the training,” Davis said. “We are 
excited that the Sheriff is willing 
to work with us to fulfill that need 
while we seek additional funding that 
would place SROs in every school. 
We’ll have the list to him this week 
so they have it in hand a few weeks 
early.”

Sheriff
from page 2

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

Clay County Sheriff Darryl Daniels shakes 
hands with Gary Newman June 11at the 
Middleburg Civic Association building during 
the sheriff’s town hall meeting with the public.
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STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

Wilkinson Elementary School Principal Heather Teto, right, hugs student Jessie Kelley Jr.,10, 
June 18 when Teto and the school’s assistant principal Carolyn Hayward delivered a sign to 
Kelley’s house identifying him as one of the school’s top readers coming out of fourth grade.

questions he had always had such as, 
“How do tornadoes form?” or “Where 
does rain come from?”

“One day, when I was a child, I 
looked outside and it was raining. I 
thought to myself, ‘Why does it rain 
like that? How does water fall from 
the sky?’” Ingram said. “I had lots of 
questions and those led to lots of 
answers.”

Ingram said he hopes to one day 
become a climatologist, and even 
though some of the articles he read 
explored other sciences such as biol-
ogy and chemistry, weather is where 
his interests lie. Since school let out 
for summer you’d think he would’ve 
slowed down, but if anything, the 
break has only provided him with 

Reader
from page 7

more time for reading. 
“I’ve been reading a lot more 

about weather,” Ingram said of his 
time off so far. 

Teto and Hayward look forward 
to continuing the program into its 
second year and look to incentivize 
students again with raffle items and 
rewards like pizza and ice cream 
parties every few months throughout 
the school year to keep kids’ noses 
in research articles. 

“It was such a new program this 
year that we were trying to get ev-
eryone to buy in on it, but when you 
look at the district as a whole our 
school saw the greatest participa-
tion across the district,” Teto said. “It 
shows how important [Achieve 3000] 
was for us. We’re focusing on student 
literacy, but it’s also been a great way 
to connect with our kids.”
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FINANCIAL FOCUS: 
Here’s a Checklist for Changing Jobs

A few generations ago, it was not uncommon for workers 
to stick with a single job for their whole careers. But for 
many of us today, frequent job changes are a fact of life: The 
average employee tenure is just over four years, according to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics. So, assuming you’re going to 
switch jobs a few times, you’ll want to be prepared. Here’s a 
checklist of things you can do to smooth these transitions and 
help your fi nancial situation:

• Build an emergency fund. Some of your job changes may be 
involuntary, so you’ll want to have a cash cushion handy – 
just in case. One smart move would be to build an emergency 
fund, containing three to six months’ worth of living 
expenses, with the money kept in a liquid, low-risk account.

• Consider your options for your former employer’s 401(k) 
plan. If you had a 401(k) plan with your former employer, you 
have three main options: You could leave your money in the 
plan, if the employer allows it; you could move the money 
into your new employer’s plan, if permitted; or you could roll 
the funds over to an IRA. You’ll want to weigh the “pros” and 
“cons” of these choices carefully before making a decision.

• Choose investments from your new retirement plan. If your 
new employer off ers a 401(k) or similar plan, you’ll need 
to choose the investments within the plan that are most 
appropriate for your goals, risk tolerance and time horizon. 
Contribute as much as you can aff ord to the plan, and consider 
increasing your contributions every time your salary goes up.

• _Make sure you’ve got health insurance. The health 
insurance off ered by your new employer may not begin the 
minute you start your job. Given the high costs of medical 

care, you’ll need to make sure you are protected until your 
coverage kicks in. So, for that interim period, you may need 
to consider the federal health insurance marketplace, COBRA 
continuation coverage or private medical insurance. You 
might also be eligible to be covered under your spouse’s 
health insurance. And you may want to learn what your 
options are for health savings accounts (HSAs), if available.

• Review your new benefi ts package – and take steps to fi ll 
gaps. Your new benefi ts package may include life and disability 
insurance, but these group policies may not be enough to fully 
protect you and your family. A fi nancial professional can help 
you quantify your protection and insurance needs and off er 
guidance on how much coverage you may require.

• Understand your income tax considerations. Getting a new 
job may involve income tax implications, such as changes 
in your tax bracket, severance pay, unused vacation and 
unemployment compensation. And if you are thinking of 
exercising stock options, be aware that this, too, can be a 
taxable event. Finally, if you have to move to take a new job, 
you may incur some relocation and job hunting expenses that 
could be deductible. You will need to discuss all these issues 
with your tax professional.

Starting a new job can be exciting – and challenging. But 
you may be able to make your life easier by putting the above 
suggestions to work.

Edward Jones, its employees and fi nancial advisors are not estate planners and 
cannot provide tax or legal advice. You should consult your estate-planning 
attorney or qualifi ed tax advisor regarding your situation.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor.

There wasn’t much discussion from 
the board as this vote is primarily a 
duty of the commissioners to more 
or less forward the ballot item from 
the school board to the Supervisor of 
Elections. However, Chairman Gavin 
Rollins took issue with this require-
ment prior to calling role on the 
vote. 

“What happens if we don’t vote 
for this?” said Rollins, who teaches 
ESE History at Oakleaf High School. 
“Why does it come to us if it’s minis-
terial, if we have no choice in voting 
on it, then why does it even come to 
us?”

County Attorney Courtney Grimm 
answered with quotes from state 
statutes that order the school board 

Officers
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to submit things like this to the BCC, 
and another that says the BCC is 
the only board with the power to 
request such things from the Super-
visor of Elections.

“The Board of 
County Commis-
sioners is the 
only one within 
the county that 
can then request 
the Supervisor 
of Elections to 
open the books,” 
Grimm said. “The 
school board 
can’t do that 
without going to 
you.”

Rollins continued his criticism of 
the obligation to vote in favor of the 
resolution as he called for the vote 

and the other four members gave 
their verbal approval, with the chair 
waiting until all four yes votes came 
in to make a statement and vote no.

“The legislature needs to fix that 
because that’s crazy. It takes away the 
whole point of 
voting, because 
what is voting 
if you have to 
vote?” he said. 
“I’ll go on record 
and vote against 
it even though 
I’m technically 
not allowed to 
supposedly, just 
to see what hap-
pens, I don’t know if they’d come 
lock me up or what, but 4-1 on that, 
I guess.”

Commissioner Mike Cella took an 
opportunity to state his agreement 
with Rollins on the frivolous nature 
of the requirement, but that he felt 
like it’s just something they have to 
do as part of the job. 

“I agree with you that it is minis-
terial in our duties to be able to do 
that. I don’t technically agree with 
the language, but we don’t get to 
decide that,” Cella said. “The voter 
will ultimately get to decide what 
they want to do with that when this 
shows up on the ballot, so we’re just 
moving that along and they’ll be able 
to make that decision.”

The next topic for discussion 
came in the form of two agreements 
between the BCC, the school district 
and the sheriff’s office regarding the 
funding of school resource officers 
first for the time between July 1, 2018 
and September 30, 2018, and another 
agreement for the time period be-
tween October 1, 2018 and Septem-
ber 30, 2019. 

The agreements outline who pays 
what going forward with the three-
party cooperation for meeting the 
state requirement for school resource 
officers. 

In the first agreement that ends on 
Sept. 30 this year, however, the cur-
rent agreement has the school board 
paying $245,000 for the additional of-
ficers. Talks with representatives from 
the district might result in a differ-
ent agreement being made with the 
school board to allow the county to 
use school facilities in return for their 
payment of that $245,000 plus about 
$43,000 capital expenses, altogether 
totaling about $289,000. 

Rollins and commissioner Diane 
Hutchings – who also chairs the 
board of the charter school St. Johns 
Classical Academy – took issue with 
the agreement, with Hutchings saying 
they already pay the school district 
money and should already be able to 
use the facilities. 

“My point is, and I’m going back 
to how you all reacted when we 
wanted to use the Thrasher Horne 
and we give them money, so that’s 
why this is putting kind of a question 
in my mind,” she said, referring to a 
bill they considered too expensive 
from the Thrasher Horne Conference 
Center rental for the county’s recent 
veteran appreciation event.

Rollins agreed, citing a recent 
event he was involved in that was 
planned at Clay Hill Elementary 
School that had to be moved.

“At the last minute they shifted 
and said, ‘Sorry, you can’t use the 
elementary school,’ and it wasn’t a 
conflict of scheduling, so I’m not sure 
where the conflict was,” Rollins said. 
“I would say, generally, that it would 
be helpful if the relationship with the 
school district wasn’t just when they 
needed money, it was continued on 
in terms of other facilities and that 
type of thing.”

Following these comments, Cella 
came forward with some additional 
information about the use of facili-
ties, which has been an arrangement 
he’s tried to organize since being 
elected to the board. 

“Programs that are organized and 
supervised, those are things we can’t 
do as a community because we don’t 
have an indoor recreation facility,” he 
said. “So we turn to schools, which 
should be the community center for 
our different neighborhoods, and I’m 
sure we can work it out.”

According to Cella his hometown 
hosts events for kids at the various 
schools and helps build a sense of 
community, and with this agreement 
on the table he thought this would 
finally be the time to make things 
happen.  

“My feeling was that we have 
something they are in need of at this 
point in time so this would be a good 
opportunity to tie those two together. 
I talked to the County Manager about 
maybe a three-year deal and the su-
perintendent was amenable, at least 
from what I saw at the last meeting, 
that he would, under the first three 
years, take that cost on in terms of 
maintenance,” Cella said. “Kids in this 
community have been waiting long 
enough for a program that they can 
take advantage of. Move them off 
the couch and out from in front of 
computer screens and phones and let 
them run around a little bit.”

Once the board had heard these 
terms, they agreed to vote the agree-
ments through unanimously with the 
expectation that the school board 
would allow the county to use their 
facilities for three years in exchange 
for the county’s payment of that 
$289,000. 

Gavin Rollins Mike Cella
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at least one SRO to every school us-
ing one of three given options: SROs, 
school guardians via the Guardian 
Program, or outside security forces. 
These options can be used in any 
combination as well. For the past 
four months, the Clay County School 
District and Board have worked to 
comply with the new act via multiple 
meetings and negotiations among 
elected officials.

The first agreement signed will 
come with a cost of $245, 878 from 
the district’s general fund, but during 
the meeting, Superintendent Addison 
Davis said that there is a chance the 
BCC covers this cost.

“Mrs. Kopelousos did call me 
today and she said that the BCC 
potentially would be willing – she’d 
have to have a conversation with 
them – to cover the $245,000 if the 
school district was willing to have a 
three-year agreement resolution to 
use our gymnasiums in order to al-
low, whether it be PAL, or YMCA, to 
continue to engage with our school 
system and use, after hours, our 
gyms, in order to give places for kids 
to participate in the evening,” Davis 
said. 

While nothing is official, if the 
BCC were to follow through with 
this, Davis said the board would 

Resource
from page 1

need to make an official motion to 
approve such a plan and ensure that 
it is financially sound, as the board 
would still be responsible for provid-
ing supervisors to these areas after 
hours and paying for things like heat-
ing and air conditioning. 

The sec-
ond agreement 
signed during 
the meeting was 
essentially a con-
tinuation of the 
first agreement. 
This second 
one would see 
SROs maintain 
their occupation 
in the schools 
listed above from October 1, 2018, 
to September 30, 2019. Doing so will 
cost the school board $1,923,669, 
and will come from the general fund. 
Both of these agreements not only 
place an SRO in the 12 listed schools, 
but also provide one lieutenant, two 
sergeants, one investigator, two relief 
SROs and one training deputy for ad-
ditional services related to the SROs. 

Despite these 12 schools receiv-
ing the boosted security, there are 
still a number of Clay County schools 
not covered in those two agree-
ments. That’s because the school 
board signed two more agreements 
that utilize the Green Cove Police 
Department and Orange Park Police 

Department in place of CCSO. To 
that end, the school board signed an 
agreement with the Town of Orange 
and its police department to use their 
already existing DARE officers as 
SROs. These officers will continue to 
provide DARE educational assistance 
but now, they’ll be acting as the SROs 
for their respective schools as well. 
These schools include Grove Park 
Elementary, Orange Park Elemen-
tary and Orange Park Junior High. 
In total, this agreement will cost the 
school board $210,801 and last from 
July 1 to June 30, 2019. 

The fourth and final agreement 
is virtually the same as the third, 
and is a collaboration between the 
school board, the City of Green Cove 
Springs and its police department. 
This agreement also lasts from July 1 
to June 30, 2019, but it costs less with 
a total of $143, 534. It places an SRO 
in Charles E. Bennett Elementary and 
Green Cove Springs Junior High. 

Board members virtually had no 
discussion on the agreements, while 
Davis explained that the BCC might 
potentially cover the cost of the first 
agreement. Because each of these 
four agreements were met with a mo-
tion that passed 5-0, it would seem 
that the school board is in complete 
and total agreement. 

How they’re going to afford the 
new security plan is a question met 
with some dissension amongst the 

school board members. When it was 
time to vote, the board voted 3-2 to 
approve a ballot measure asking vot-
ers to approve a one-mill tax to fund 
the new security program, with the 
balance being used for operating ex-
penses. Board members Mary Bolla, 
Janice Kerekes and Carol Studdard 
voted yes, while Betsy Condon and 
Ashley Gilhousen voted no. 

“Shall an additional one (1) mill 
of School District ad valorem mill-
age tax, beginning July 1, 2019, and 
ending June 30, 2023, be approved 
to enhance the safety and security of 
students and staff, and provide for 
necessary operating expenses of the 
School District?” the ballot question 
reads. 

According to Condon, her constit-
uents claim the ballot measure is too 
vague. She also stated that she feels 
the board has not yet scrubbed the 
budget enough in an effort to free up 
additional funds.

“I don’t feel confident that we 
have scrubbed every single line item 
of our budget to look for additional 
ways that we can find funds differ-
ently, and think differently,” Condon 
said. 

These sentiments were echoed by 
Gilhousen, who also voted no. De-
spite Gildhousen and Condon’s votes, 
this ballot question will be seen by 
voters who make their way to the 
polls come August.

Stephanie Kopelousos

Caregiver
from page 1

“Because of my sister, I’ve always had a passion for helping 
others, and for helping kids. A lot of times, a child has a disease 
for a reason they have absolutely no control over and because of 
that, I just feel for them. I want them to have the best possible 
life they can.”

– Tosha Egelund

the results won’t be good.”
The boy, who had been admit-

ted to Wolfson months prior, would 
end up on a heart and lung machine. 
Doctors later identified a tumor 
pressing up against his trachea, limit-
ing the intake of oxygen difficult. 

Egelund, a pediatric clinical 
pharmacist in hematology, oncology 
and bone marrow transplant,  was 
walking into her house while talking 
to her boss. She asked if she should 
write the chemotherapy prescrip-
tion and talk the physician through 
administering the drug, or return 
to work and do it herself. Egelund 
wanted the latter option, but not 
because of a lack of faith in her 
coworker, but because she wanted to 
see the child through the night. 

After Egelund’s boss suggested 
she head back to work, she adminis-
tered the chemo. The boy would live 
through the night. Today, he’s in re-
mission and Egelund is the recipient 
of the Legendary Caregiver Award. 

The annual award is given to five 
employees out of the thousands em-
ployed by Baptist Health and Wolf-
son Children’s Hospital. A recipient 

must be nominated by their cowork-
ers. Each person nominated is then 
grouped into a pool where a com-
mittee selects who is to receive the 
award out of those nominated. 

The committee looks for someone 
who has gone above and beyond to 
care for their patients. When Egelund 
received this award early this month, 
she was surprised and honored.

“I mean, it was an honor,” Egelund 
said. “I was quite surprised and very 
thankful for them to nominate me for 
[this award]. I wasn’t expecting it but 
it is nice that people notice the care 
you’re providing.”

Egelund was raised in Clay Coun-
ty, just on the edge of the border that 
separates Clay from Bradford County. 
Born prematurely, Egelund was so 
small that her father could hold her 
and her twin sister in the palms of 
each of his hands. While her only 

complication was being born too 
early, her sister, however, was diag-
nosed with cerebral palsy.

“We were always in and out of 
hospitals for my sister and I became 
very interested at a young age be-
cause of that,” Egelund said. “I always 
loved science and my love for it just 
grew and grew. When I got closer 
and closer to graduation, I decided 
that I was going to be a physician.” 

Egelund soon realized that the 
blood and gore physicians often 
see was something she preferred to 
stay away from. Because of this, she 
switched to pharmacy. 

“I was able to get the best of 
everything I wanted from the medical 
field with becoming a pharmacist,” 
Egelund said. “I still got the patient 
interaction which I love, and I don’t 
get the blood and gore.” 

A large part of her day-to-day 

work is writing chemotherapy pre-
scriptions for patients, which are 
children. For some, seeing children 
undergoing such aggressive treat-
ments might seem difficult, and for 
Egelund, it is. But despite that, she 
loves her job. 

“Because of my sister, I’ve always 
had a passion for helping others, and 
for helping kids,” Egelund said. “A lot 
of times, a child has a disease for a 
reason they have absolutely no con-
trol over and because of that, I just 
feel for them. I want them to have 
the best possible life they can.”

Because cancer generally isn’t a 
quick fix, Egelund is often with pa-
tients for months at a time, through 
the worst of their cancer and onward 
to remission. 

“You see these patients so often 
and you get to build these incredible 
relationships with them,” Egelund 
said. “It doesn’t always end the way 
we want it to, and when that hap-
pens, we grieve with them. 

“We also celebrate with them, 
though, and I get comfort in that. 
I’m thankful God put me here. My 
work partner is amazing. My team is 
amazing. I couldn’t do anything I do 
without the people I work with and I 
am thankful for that.” 
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Special to The Oakleaf

CORAL GABLES – The University 
of Miami Sports Hall of Fame an-
nounced that junior linebacker 
Shaquille Quarterman is the 25th 
recipient of the Walter Kichefski 
Endowed Football Scholarship, as 
selected by his coaches, for the 
2018-2019 school year.  

The junior from Oakleaf High 
School in Orange Park has started 
every game at linebacker since ar-
riving in Coral Gables, including 
the 2016 season as a true freshman, 
when he was named a Freshman All 
American and third team All-ACC 
selection.  In 2017, he was voted 
to the second team All-ACC by the 
conference coaches.  He will be 
presented a plaque for the award at 
the 50th Annual UM Sports Hall of 
Fame Induction Banquet on Thurs-
day, April 19th at Jungle Island in 
downtown Miami. In addition, a 
plaque bearing his name will be 
displayed in the UMSHoF, along 
with the names of past winner’s.

There’s no question that Walter 
Kichefski embodied the Spirit of 
Miami.  He was associated with this 

university for 56 years as a player, 
coach and administrator.  Following 
Walter’s death in 1992, a commit-
tee was formed to raise funds for 
a perpetual football scholarship in 
Kichefski’s memory.  It’s a testa-
ment to his spirit that it only took 
one year to raise the $400,000 that 
it took at the time, to endow the 
athletic scholarship.  This remains 
the only undergraduate award pre-
sented by the University of Miami 
Sports Hall of Fame.             

The scholarship recipient is 
chosen by the football coaches with 
the award going to the player who 
most embodies the characteristics 
by which Walter Kichefski lived:

Respect of his fellow man, loyalty
dedication, sacrifice, motivation
and inspiration.

Among the Class of 2018 UM 
Sports Hall of Fame inductees are 
baseball’s Yonder Alonso, basket-
ball’s Chanivia Broussard and John 
Salmons, football’s Frank Gore, 
Devin Hester and Coach Larry 
Coker, track’s Dominique Darden, 
golf’s Tina Miller Lloyd and, Britney 
Butcher, the first soccer player ever 
inducted.

Quarterman earns Miami’s 
Kichefski Scholarship

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVESITY OF MIAMI

Oakleaf High graduate and linebacker Shaquille Quarterman, a junior at the University of 
Miami, has added yet another accolade to his illustrious career as a Hurricane with the 
Kichefski Scholarship being awarded to Quarterman recently.

Clay Today All County softball

Davis on the mound fuels 
Knights’ second title run
Bad bounce foils second title

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

OAKLEAF – Not only did Madyson 
Davis throw a bucket load of strike-
outs against the toughest batting line-
ups in Florida, she single-handedly 
made a leaping stab of a near-foul 
pop up that secured a second cham-
pionship game for her Oakleaf High 
Lady Knights softball team.

“All I wanted to do was beat that 
Lakewood Ranch team so we could 
go to the final,” said Davis. “Some 
coaches say pitchers should not go 
after balls like that, but I know I have 
to go get balls like that. I remember 
jumping across the line and making 
the catch.”

Davis, who ended the season with 
a 18-2 season record behind 124 
strikeouts and a 0.94 earned runs 
average, is selected as the Clay Today 
softball Player of the Year for her 
mound presence for the 2018 Oakleaf 
season. Davis becomes the second 
consecutive pitcher for Oakleaf to 
be named the Clay Today All County 
player of the year with last year’s 
winner, Kelsey Sweatt, now at Univer-
sity of South Carolina-Upstate. 

“I feel like the pitcher and catcher 
should be the top two players to 
lead the team’s defense,” said Davis. 
“There was a lot of pressure though, 
but Angela (catcher Angela Agurkis) 
was so important. A catcher is so im-
portant to a pitcher. She sees things 
with my mechanics and keeps me 
straight.”

Against Lakewood Ranch in the 
8A semifinal, a team that had beaten 
the Knights earlier in the season in 
nine innings, Davis ended a dra-
matic pitcher’s duel with the snag of 

a flyball on the final out of the day 
to preserve the 1-0 win for Oakleaf. 
Davis’ lone regular loss was an 8-4 
decision in March to  Bartram Trail. 

In the championship game against 
Hagerty, a 1-0 loss, Davis was beset 
by an odd bounce off third base that 
allowed the lone run of the day.

“The batter had two strikes on her 
and I threw her a really nasty curve 
ball that should have been a curve,” 
said Davis. “She should have been 
out and we should have been at bat. I 
threw a screwball next and she hit it 
right at the bag (third base). All I was 
thinking in the dugout is to keep the 
team pumped up for our at bats.”

With three Clay County teams 
making it to the Final Four 

STAFF PHOTO BY RANDY LEFKO

Oakleaf High junior pitcher Madyson Davis 
handled the best bats in Florida to put the 
Lady Knights within one run of back-to-back 
state titles. 

SEE TOURNAMENT, 15
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Rated horsepower (abbr.)
 4. What a cow says
 7. Snake-like fish
 8. Spiritual leader
10. Catch
12. Car part
13. Extremely small amount
14. Nucleic acid
16. The Greatest of All Time
17. Lustrous
19. India’s least populated district
20. Muckraking journalist Jacob
21. Medicine
25. S. American plant
26. Small amount
27. Dry or withered
29. Where construction takes place
30. Russian river
31. Supervises flying
32. ‘City of Brotherly Love’ native
39. Greeting at meeting
41. Common gibbon
42. Type of TV

43. Corpuscle count (abbr.)
44. Scottish port
45. Computer company
46. One from Asia
48. Former significant others
49. Woven fabrics or garments
50. One’s sense of self-esteem
51. The Science Guy
52. Monetary unit

CLUES DOWN
 1. ‘The Leftovers’ actress King
 2. Epic
 3. Missouri county
 4. Chinese revolutionary
 5. Get
 6. Ancient Greek coin
 8. Returned material authorization (abbr.)
 9. Part of the human eye
11. A fishermanÕs accessory
14. Brazilian state
15. Of a wedding
18. Prosecutor
19. The main constituent of chromosomes

20. Advice
22. Principles of right and wrong
23. Decorate a cake with frosting
24. Headgear
27. New York art district
28. __ Lilly, drug company
29. Car mechanics group
31. Influential U.S. president
32. Quell the anger
33. Swiss river
34. Personal computer
35. Incline from the vertical
36. Wild goats
37. Assert that someone has done wrong
38. Anti-apartheid leader __ Mandela
39. Crop of a bird
40. ‘A Doll’s House’ playwright
44. Autonomic nervous system
47. Consumed

TUSCON, Ariz. – After setting two 
school records and becoming only 
the 26th player in NCAA history to 
record 20 saves in a single season, 
Jacksonville University baseball’s 
Chris Mauloni was named a Third 
Team All-American by Collegiate 
Baseball on Thursday.

“Chris has had one of the most 
impressive and dominant seasons 
anyone has ever had in a Dolphin 
uniform,” said Head Coach Chris 
Hayes. “He has the ability to compete 
at his best in the most critical and 
pressurized situations.”

Mauloni, a freshman RHP from 
Oakleaf High School in Jacksonville, 
Fla., cemented himself as the Dol-
phins’ closer the first weekend of the 
season, pitching three scoreless no-

hit innings to lock down his first save 
of the season and help JU to a series 
opening win over #21 West Virginia.

Mauloni cruised past both JU’s 
single season and career saves 
records this season, and is tied for 
the national lead with 20 so far this 
year.  In 28 appearances, Mauloni has 
fanned 48, while pitching to a 2.83 
ERA and a record of 3-2. The rookie 
allowed opponents to hit just .197 off 
him and struck out the side to close 
out a game three different times.

Mauloni is JU’s first All-American 
named to one of the primary three 
teams from a media outlet since 3B 
Scott Schaub was honored by the 
NCBWA in 2014. The last Dolphin 
recognized by Collegiate Baseball 
was 1B Adam Brett Walker, a second 

Mauloni Named ‘Collegiate Baseball’ All American

PHOTO COURTESY OF JUDOLPHINS.COM

Oakleaf High graduate Chris Mauloni has garnered many post season awards in his freshman 
campaign as a relief pitcher at Jacksonville University with a All-American selection the most 
recent.

teamer in 2011. Jacksonville’s season 
continues in postseason play for the 
first time since 2011, with the Dol-
phins playing as the #2 seed in the 
Gainesville Regional, which starts 
Friday night at 6:30 p.m. vs. #3 seed 
Florida Atlantic.

UPDATE: Mauloni was also named 

to the Collegiate Baseball Fresh-
man All-American team on June 6. 
The closer becomes the program’s 
seventh different Freshman All-Amer-
ican, and the first since Michael Bau-
mann in 2015. He is the fifth Dolphin 
to recieve the award from Collegiate 
Baseball.  

TOP: 100 free relay member Brooklyn Rogers, 7, gets last minute advice from coach Harleigh Guy 
before her relay teammate hits the wall.
Below: Oakleaf Orca freestyler Faith Swartz, 11, swims strong in the 200 free relay.
Bottom right : Ethan Albright, 15, battles for first place in the 50 butterfly for Oakleaf Orcas.

Oakleaf Orcas vs. Eagle Harbor Screaming Eagles



Above: Clay High freshman right fielder Paolo 
Jorge-Silva earned h er start in the 10th game 
and became a big bat for the Lady Blue Devils.
Center: Oakleaf High senior Rebecca Koskey 
was one of best batters in county with four 
homers and 35 RBIs. 
Above right: Keystone Heights speedster 
Ashleigh Jennings manned centerfield for the 
Lady Indians while blazing base paths for 40 
stolen bases.
Bottom right: Clay High senior first baseman 
Sydney Lewis was best at sacrifice bunts and 
was nearly flawless in the field. 
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Tournament
from page 13

tournaments; Keystone Heights (5A), 
Clay (6A) and Oakleaf (8A), the 
abundance of talent spread around 
the county was quite possibly the 
best in the history of the county. 
Clay and Keystone Heights both lost 
in their semifinals while Oakleaf lost 
in the 8A championship game. 

Behind Davis, the Oakleaf de-
fense and two members of the Clay 
Today All County first team included 
third baseman Baylee Goddard and 
second baseman Rebecca Koskey, 
both returners to the first team 
roster.  Koskey, a senior,  proved her 
value to the Oakleaf not only with 
her team-leading 35 runs batted in 
and four homers off a .449 batting 
average, but by transitioning from 
her right field slot to becoming 
one of the best second baseman in 
Florida as coach Christina Thompson 
looked to replace a stellar graduating 
class of 2017. 

“I know I have a good defense 
behind me,” said Davis. “We lost 
some really good players, but this 
year’s squad came together and 
made the defense just as good. 
Baylee is probably the hardest bat-
ter for me to get out because she is 
so strong. It’s good for me because 
I face her and Rebecca and Angela 
many times during practice and I 
think it helps me when I face other 
teams knowing I’ve already faced 
some of the best batters around.”

Goddard, a junior, was her usual 
intensely steady defender of the 
hot corner while her power at bat 
was evident with a walkoff homer 

to keep the Knights in the cham-
pionship hunt at the prestigious 
Kissimmee Klassic and a third base 
appearance in the final inning of 
the state championship game that 
ended with a groundout with two 
outs. Goddard’s batting average was a 
tad lower than 2017 mainly because 
opposing coaches were well aware 
of her batting power. Oakleaf’s 1-4 
batting lineup; Katie Kistler, Koskey, 
Goddard and Angela Agurkis formed 
one of the more formidable set of 
bats in the country. 

Finishing off the infield are short-
stop Molly Crawford, a Keystone 
Heights senior speedster, and first 
baseman Sydney Lewis of Clay. Craw-
ford was built for speed and created 
a sense of hurry in opposing defens-
es with her raw speed to first base 
on would-be routine ground balls. 
Crawford had 42 runs batted in with 
three homers and 17 stolen bases. 

Lewis, with 21 runs batted in to 
lead the Blue Devils, was masterful 
as a baserunner mover with her bun-
ting prowess (13 successful sacrifice 
bunts) for coach and dad Matt Lewis, 
plus her field leadership at first base; 
six errors in 57 touches with two 
double plays. 

“Sydney’s best game was a three 
RBI day against Trinity Christian 
(4A runnerups) that had her nail a 
squeeze bunt for the third run and 
the win,” said Matt Lewis. “She was 
solid at first base with just six errors 
in 387 opportunities.”

Behind the plate, Oakleaf catcher 
Angela Agurkis, with a strong .436 
batting average with three homers, 
added to her mystique as a top pow-
erhitter in Florida with some well-

place scoring bunts as coach Chris-
tina Thompson employed a handful 
of suicide squeeze bunts for game-
winning opportunities. Agurkis, one 
of the more vocal defensive leaders 
for the Knights, also had 27 RBIs. 

In the outfield, left field be-
longs to Oakleaf speedster Destiny 
Pacetti with Keystone Heights’ senior 
Ashleigh Jennings manning center-
field and Clay freshman Paolo Jorge-
Silva showing some prowess from the 
right field grass not only with her bat 
but also with her cannon arm. Jorge-
Silva, with her .328 batting average 
and a late flurry of hits in the post 
season, will be a key player for Clay 
in 2019. Jorge-Silva had just two er-
rors in 23 touches for an 87 percent 
fielding percentage. 

“Paolo was our newcomer of the 
year with her first start in the 10th 
game,” said Lewis. “Her two run 
single against West Florida (region 
final win 5-1) put that game out of 
reach. She was in top three of many 
offensive categories for us.”

The Clay Today First Team pitcher 
is Clay High’s Morgan Crutcher, just 
a sophomore, who time and time 
throughout the Lady Blue Devils’ 
playoff run to the Final Four was the 
catalyst for Clay’s defense. Crutcher 
struck out 146 batters with her 14 
wins and a 1.315 earned runs av-
erage. “Morgan had a nine inning 
playoff win, 2-1, over Ridgeview in 
the region semifinal and a 2-1 win 
in regular season play as two huges 
games for us plus the win over West 
Florida,” said Lewis. “In 14 games she 
did not give up an earned run, but 17 
unearned runs were scored. She also 
had eight shutouts.”

Player of Year
Madi Davis, Pitcher, Junior, Oakleaf

First Team
Pitcher
Morgan Crutcher, CHS, Jr. (10-8, 114 Ks, 1.66ERA)
First Base
Sydney lewis, CHS, Sr. (.313BA)
Second base
Rebecca Koskey, OHS, Sr.
Shortstop
Molly Crawford, Keystone Heights, senior: Shortstop batted 
.409 for the Indians with 16 doubles, one triple and three 
homers, 42 RBIs with 23 runs scored and 17 stolen bases; .699 
slugging percentage
Third base
Baylee Goddard, OHS, Jr. (19 stolen bases)
Left Field
Destiny Pacetti, OHS, Sr. (.355BA, 18RBIs, 14 of 14 stolen 
bases)
Center Field
Ashleigh Jennings, KHHS, Sr. (Leadoff batter for Indians who 
batted .524, often turning routine groundouts into hits be-
cause of her speed, with three doubles, 17 RBIs, 43 runs scored 
and 40 stolen bases; signed with FAU)
Right Field
Paolo Jorge Silva, CHS, Fr. (.328BA, 11RBIs, 1 Triple, .913 field 
percentage)
Catcher
Angela Agurkis, OHS, Jr. (.436BA, 3HRs, 27RBIs, 12Doubles)

Second Team
Pitcher
Morgan Kendrick, FIHS, Freshman (151Ks, 1.78ERA, 8-4, 
.370BA)
Catcher
Bailey Story, KHHS, Sr. (6 Triples, 34 RBIs, .562BA)Team-best 
.550 batting average with 19 extra-base hits (12 doubles, six 
triples, 1 home run), 42 runs batted in with .559 on-base per-
centage and .798 slugging percentage.
First Base
Tiara Peters, FIHS, Sr. (24RBIs, .382BA, 2Hrs)
Second Base
Skylar Rollins, KHHS, Sr. (.456BA, 16RBIs, 1Triple, 2Doubles, 
14 stolen bases)
Shortstop
Marianne McDonald, CHS, Jr. (.373BA, 13RBIs, 8 Doubles, 4 
Sac/Bunts, 8 Stolen bases)
Third base
Morgan Grimm, FIHS, Sr. (88 percent field percentage, 2 
Double plays, 14RBIs)
Left Field
Carrington Robinson, OPHS, Sr. 
Centerfield
Katie Kistler, OHS, So. (.431BA, 17 RBIs, 13 doubles, 29 runs 
scored, 22 stolen bases in 25 attempts)
Right field
Lexi Northway KHHS, Sr. (Hit .511 with three doubles, 10 RBIs, 
23 runs scored and 22 stolen bases)

Honorable mention
CHS: Haley Stone 3B (8 Doubles), Charlotte Denapoli CF/P (5 
Sac. bunts, 2.62ERA, 24Ks)
FIHS: Sammy Dill CF/P (1.12 ERA, 4-0), Maya Littles (.323, 
10RBIs, 1HR), Mady Lanoux SS (.471BA, 3HRs, 13RBIs, 5Errors 
in 50 touches, 2 Double Plays)
RHS: Sarah Anderson 3B (.333BA), Raven Little 1B, Brittany 
Michael P (106K, 11-2-0), Brooke Michael C, Hannah Foster 
SS
OHS: Madison Mifsud (.303BA), Cambria Arturo P (7-1-1, 
75K, 1-09 ERA); 
KHHS: Megan Moncrief P (2.48ERA, 11-4, 28Ks, .310BA)
OPHS: Ramsy Phillips 2B, Addyson Mauldin C (.351BA, 2HRs), 
Kayla Saunders OF, Jenna Hiers P
MHS: Hunter Padgett 2B, Payton Mahon 1B, Haleigh Wright 
OF, Emily Stewart OF
SJCDS: Bhealor Young INF (22RBIs), Maddie Wilkes SS (4HRs, 
.531BA), Brianna Enter P (8-3-1, 97Ks, 1.89 ERA, 21RBIs, 
.511BA), Natalia Burnsed 1B (27RBIs, .405BA), Linsey Arnett 
C (.452BA)

Clay Today
All County Softball 
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No Appointment Needed ~ Just Walk In
• In-network provider for many health insurance plans

• Common Illnesses/Physical • X-ray/EKG/IVs/Labs on site
• Medications dispensed on site • MVA/Workman’s Comp

Hormone Replacement • Testosterone Therapy • Now Offering Allergy Testing/Immunotherapy

We also offer the latest advancements in cosmetics with Obagi Skin Care System

Your health is 
our priority! 

URGENT  
CARE

State-of-the-Art 
Facility Julington 

Creek
1633 Racetrack Rd. #101

Jacksonville, FL 32259

Southside
4160 Southside Blvd.

Unit 10
Jacksonville, FL 32216

Oakleaf Plantation 
Town Center

9580 Applecross Rd. #106
Jacksonville, FL 32222

M-F 8-8, Sat-Sun 8-5 (904) 778-9180

Robotic circus invades Paterson Elementary
By Wesley LeBlanc
The Oakleaf

FLEMING ISLAND – As circus music 
blasted from the center of the stage 
in the Paterson Elementary School 
cafeteria, more than 20 children sat 
backstage, anxiously awaiting the 
show to begin. 

This show would be different 
from the typical circus. These animals 
weren’t alive – they were robots. Not 
only were these animals robots, but 
they were hand drawn and designed 
by elementary students from Clay 
County. Despite the amount of work 
each child put into their project, the 
show would not have been possible 
without the help of their two ArtBot-
ics Summer Camp leaders, Paterson 
robotics teacher Jennifer Seco and 
Paterson art teacher Denise Madonia, 
though.

Three years ago, Seco discovered 
a way she could not only host a 
summer camp with one of her best 
friends, Madonia, but entice more 
girls to join her robotics camp. While 
some girls participated in previous 
robotics camps, the majority of par-
ticipants were boys. Hoping to create 
the robotics spark found within her-
self as a young Clay County girl, Seco 
discovered that art was the answer. 

“I knew art was very popu-
lar among girls [at Paterson] and I 
wanted to see if by including art, we 
could recruit more girls to join us for 
the summer camp,” Seco said. “And it 
worked.”

Now, three years later, Seco is 
happy to say that the Artbotics camp 
is made up of both boys and girls, 
but most importantly, kids who are 
thrilled to mix art with science. None 
of this would be possible, though, 
without the help of Madonia. Seco 
teaches the kids the robotics portion 
of the camp, which employed a circus 
theme and culminated in a circus 

with animals powered by robotics 
and coding.

When the circus began the week 
of June 14, Madonia called out a 
student’s name as they rushed to 
the stage to power on their robotic 
creation. Sometimes this creation was 
a pig that shot out of a cardboard 
cannon. Other times, it was a mon-
key tossing bananas into the air, but 
always, it was something each kid 

could be proud of – a creation of 
their own. 

While Seco was busy working with 
the kids in an effort to help them 
understand how the robotic engines 
worked all week long, Madonia spent 
her time with the kids determining 
what animal they wanted to cre-
ate and how they wanted it to look. 
Some animals were poster board. 
Some were a mix of what appeared 

to be papier mache` and more. But 
most importantly, all of the art fea-
tured in the circus was created by the 
kids. 

“I help them in the rough sketch 
stage but after that, these kids really 
take off with it,” Madonia said.

Most of this year’s participants 
were Paterson Elementary students 
but one student, Garret Johnson, was 
a fourth grader from Fleming Island 
Elementary, but that made no dif-
ference to him. He was happy to be 
involved, despite not knowing any of 
the kids beforehand. 

“I didn’t know anybody really 
when I got here but it was still fun,” 
Johnson said. 

Johnson was responsible for a 
monkey who clapped two cymbals 
together. The monkey was, of course, 
the art portion of his project while 
the robotics made the cymbals clap 
together. While Johnson was happy 
to see his monkey come to life dur-
ing the show, what excited him most 
was the code he learned to make his 
monkey perform. 

“I learned a lot about coding,” 
Johnson said. “I kind of knew some 
stuff about it but not really. It’s much 
more advanced than I thought and it 
was cool to learn about it.” 

Johnson’s mom, April Johnson, 
was excited to see something her son 
learned in just a week come to frui-
tion. 

“He would come home from camp 
and tell us about it and that was neat, 
but it was really awesome to see the 
thing he actually made,” Johnson said. 

For Seco and Madonia, that’s what 
this camp is all about – watching kids 
learn something new, find interest 
in it and create something they want 
with that new knowledge.

“That’s why we do this, you 
know,” Madonia said. “We hope it 
grows into something bigger, and bet-
ter, for them.”

Garret Johnson is all smiles after his monkey did exactly what he programmed it to do 
during the third annual Artbotics Summer Camp program held at Paterson Elementary 

This Clay student’s artbotics creation was a rabbit programmed to jump out of a hat.
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rising rates? 
Let’s talk.

Frank M. Meininger, AAMS®
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Jacksonville, FL 32244
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Member SIPC

graduated from Class 34 on June 12. 
Class 34 started with over 170 cadets, 
but for various reasons, only 137 
made it to graduation and the gradu-
ation ceremony.

The class completed the almost 
six-month program and are moving 
on to the next stage in life. Some will 
be going to college, some to the mili-
tary or the workforce while others 
will be returning to their local high 
schools to complete their education 
there. Bastin will return to Ridgeview 
High near Orange Park where she 
plans to graduate in 2020 although 
she hopes to use credits she’s earned 
at the academy to speed up the pro-
cess.

While she says the first few weeks 
were rough, Bastin quickly began 
to flourish in the academy. She was 
placed in multiple leadership roles, 
including becoming the Platoon Ser-
geant for First Platoon, also known as 

the Cougars. She excelled at physi-
cal training, won numerous awards 
and was always eager to help and 
motivate other cadets. Bastin was 
also part of the Ambassador Program 
where she travels and speaks to ev-
eryone from teachers to government 
officials about the academy and what 
it is doing in her life.

“I didn’t have respect for anyone, 
now I have complete respect for 
everybody,” said Bastin. “I’m in the 
habit of saying yes sir and yes ma’am 
to everbody.”

The change was noticeable to ev-
eryone she knew, according to Bastin.

“I thought I deserved the world, I 
was entitled. I’ve learned work before 
play,” said Bastin. “When I first went 
home, my family was like ‘whoa’.”

The graduation ceremony pro-
ceeds as normal, with some notice-
able differences from a usual high 
school graduation.

The class was first introduced by 
platoon rather than the class as a 
whole with each platoon perform-
ing their own unique drill routine to 

introduce themselves. 
The guest speaker for the cer-

emony was Alice Sims, assistant 
secretary for the Florida Department 
of Juvenile Justice. She talked about 
the importance of what she called 
her “three D’s” which are dedication, 
determination and discipline and her 
mantra of “no excuses.”

“I was told that I would never 
make it, that I’d never be anything,” 
said Sims. “I went on to be a seven-
time All American and two-time 
National Champion in track and field 
at FSU and was just inducted into the 
Florida Track and Field Hall of Fame 
this year. If I can do it, you can do it 
too.”

After giving out awards and 
scholarships to a few of the stand-out 
cadets, the graduates received their 
diplomas.

After the ceremony, the graduates 
moved to their families to begin their 
journey back home, whether that be 
local or elsewhere in the state. 

While their experience at the 
academy and their past may still play 

Cadet
from page 6

out in some of their minds, Bastin 
is only focused on one thing – mov-
ing forward. The flash of pain from 
earlier has been replaced with a look 
of hope.

“I need to move on from my 
past. I need to focus on my future. 
My parents finally trust me and are 
proud of me.” 

By A.G. Gancarski
FloridaPolitics.com

FLEMING ISLAND – Republican state 
Sen. Rob Bradley is doing his part to 
stem the impending “blue wave” in 
Florida politics, 
via a fundraiser 
on the open 
waters.

Specifically, 
a July 20-23 
Disney Cruise, 
booked in May 
via the Fleming 
Island Republi-
can’s Working for 
Florida Families 
political committee.

Those dates indicate the cruise 
will be aboard the Disney Dream, 
christened by Jennifer Hudson in 
2011. The itinerary shows the ves-
sel plans to anchor in Nassau on the 
second day of the journey, followed 
by a stop at Disney’s private island 
Castaway Cay on Day 3.

The second night of the three-
night fundraiser will give attendees 
the opportunity to “party like a pi-
rate” – not the scary kind, of course.

Per Disney’s description, the cel-
ebration of all things swashbuckler 
encourages guests to dress up like a 
buccaneer and “eat like a scalawag” – 
options include “Jolly Rogers Barbe-
cue Rib Salad” and “Pirates Gold-en 
Pot Stickers” – before hitting the deck 

with their mateys for a Pirates of the 
Caribbean-themed party and fire-
works show.

The booking, including event 
venue, lodging, food, and beverage, 
came in at $65,260. The Senate Ap-
propriations Committee Chairman 
told us Thursday that the expenditure 
covered “costs associated with an 
upcoming fundraiser” for the commit-
tee, with “all proceeds [going] toward 
2018 Senate races.”

This will be a group sail, not a 
charter, Bradley added.

There is recent precedent for a 
Disney cruise fundraiser.

 According to reporter in the 
Miami Herald, former House Speaker 
Steve Crisafulli organized a similar 
event in 2013. The buy-in then was a 
$50,000 contribution to the Republi-
can Party of Florida.

Disney and subsidiaries have 
donated over $45,000 to Bradley’s 
committee since its inception, il-
lustrating a shared political vision. 
Contributions to Bradley’s committee 
swelled after he was named the Sen-
ate budget chair in November. Work-
ing for Florida’s Families pulled in 
back-to-back-to-back six-figure hauls 
heading into the 2018 Legislative 
Session, and since Bradley’s District 5 
seat isn’t up this cycle, much of that 
cash is indeed likely to go toward 
boosting the re-election campaigns of 
his fellow Republican Senators.

Sen. Bradley and Co. to embark 
on Disney cruise fundraiser

Rob Bradley

Cruzers award scholarship, more
ORANGE PARK – An Oakleaf High graduate is the 2018 recipient of the Clay County 
Cruzers car club annual college scholarship. Cruzers awarded Chandler Cottet of Oakleaf 
High a $2,000 college scholarship. Cottet, shown at right, helped Cruzers run their 9th 
Annual Rev It Up! Car Show held May 19 on the campus of Moosehaven. Cruzers 
secretary Terry Lewis presented Cottet “the check” at the riverfront event.
 event and was awarded the scholarship at the show. Clay County Cruzers is a car club 
that also gives back to the community. Members awarded financial grants to Quigley 
House, Safe Animal Shelter, Seamark Ranch, Special Olympics, the Food Pantry of Green 
Cove Springs and the Canines for Warriors program.
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Reading Coach at Bannerman 
Learning Center, assistant princi-
pal of RideOut Elementary, vice 
principal of Lakeside Junior High, 
coordinator of Information Ser-
vices and, most recently, principal 
of Plantation Oaks Elementary.

Chastity Lee, once board ap-
proved on June 28, will replace 
Roach as principal of Plantation 
Oaks Elementary. 

Lee joined Clay County in the 
4th grade as a student at Doctors 
Inlet Elementary, graduated from 
Middleburg High in 1992 and 
went on to pursue an under-
graduate degree in elementary 
education at the University of 
North Florida. 

Lee has 16 years of teaching 
experience in Clay County and 
in 2011, she graduated from the 
University of North Florida with 
a master’s degree in educational 
leadership. Lee has served as an 
assistant principal at Shadowlawn 
Elementary for the last three 
years and has recently completed 
the Emerging Leaders Program.

Leadership
from page 2

Sowing seeds of learning
MANGO, Fla. – Members of the Clay 
County Leaftastic 4-H Horticulture 
Club captured second place in a 
statewide judging competition held 
here last weekend.

Christopher Mize, 11, of Orange 
Park, Makayla Rathjen, 11, of Key-
stone Heights, and Taylor Thigpen, 
11, of Green Cove Springs, were 

there silently peering over a room 
filled with plants, cuttings, produce 
and flowers on June 9. There, they 
went up against the expertise and 
training of 4H youth from all around 
the state whose skills were put to 
the test.

 Time spent working to learn 
about plants with their club, in their 
own gardens, and using Florida 4H 

Second from left, Clay County Leaftastic 4-H Horticulture Club members Makayla Rathjen, 
Christopher Mize and Taylor Thigpen with Wendy Wilbur, State Master Gardener coordinator, 
far left.

and Master Gardener resources 
was now put to the test. As the 
minutes ticked by, the only sound 
in the room was pencils scratching 
as they worked to identify the 100 
plant samples and judge eight dif-
ferent offerings of vegetables, fruits 
and horticultural plants. 

Along with learning and compe-
tition opportunities like these, 4H 
also teaches youth sound leader-
ship and organizational skills. They 
complete record books throughout 
the school year that document 
what they’ve learned about specific 
topics they choose for the year, 
and demonstrate their knowl-
edge through public speaking. 
They stand up in the community 
as civic-minded individuals who 
perform community service. They 
present publicly to adult groups, 
fundraise to meet their goals, plan 
activities, and run their meetings 
with elected officers. They men-
tor and share their learning both 
directly and indirectly.

To learn more about 4H oppor-
tunities in Clay, contact UF/IFAS 
Extension Clay County at (904) 
284-6355 or visit http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.
edu/clay/4-h-youth-development/.
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1A 
Weekdays at 10AM on 89.9FM 

Follow Elise and Karl as they 
confront a duo with dangerous 

existential ideologies on the 
final season of The Tunnel. 

With a name inspired by the fir-
st amendment, 1A invites you to 
join the conversation and speak 

freely. Joshua Johnson hosts. 

THE TUNNEL: 
VENGEANCE 

Sunday at 10:30PM on WJCT-TV 

A Capitol Fourth 2018 — July 4 at 8PM on WJCT-TV 
Celebrate America’s independence with this all-star concert 

broadcast live from the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol 

THE BLOTTER
The Blotter is a snapshot of the crime impacting your neighborhood. Reports originate from the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office’s Community Relations Unit and are meant to inform, educate and generate 
community feedback. If you see crime taking place, report it by calling the CCSO at (904) 264-6512 
or reach Community Relations at (904) 213-6114. Remember to reserve 911 calls for emergencies only.

Sunday, June 17
Evan Neil Tigar, 29, Oakleaf, DUI

Friday, June 15
Kaetlyn Danielle Little, 19, Argyle, 

Possession of Not More Than 20 g. 
Cannabis

Sunday, June 10
Daniel Cage Neeld, 22, Oakleaf, 

Simple Domestic Battery

Friday, June 8
Vanessa Michelle Emmanuelli, 35, 

Oakleaf, Burglary of Dwelling Caus-
ing Damage

Thursday, June 7
Anthony Francisco Roberts, 28, 

Oakleaf, VOP-DUI
Jacob Dorvilus, 21, Oakleaf, FTA-

DWLSR

Sunday, June 3
Torez Ferecus Kendrick, 37, 

Oakleaf, Aggravated Assault With a 
Deadly Weapon

Markese Stephon Jones, 22, Oak-
leaf, Resisting an Officer With Vio-
lence, Drug Equipment Possession

DUI Manslaughter arrest 
made in 2016 crash

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Au-
thorities have charged a Green Cove 
Springs woman with DUI manslaugh-
ter and DUI with property damage 
in a two-year-old 
crash that killed 
her 4-year-old 
son.

The Clay 
County Sheriff’s 
Office arrested 
Jennifer Elizabeth 
King, 31, on June 
19 at 10:50 p.m. 
using an arrest 
warrant that was 
issued on June 14. She is charged 
with killing her 4-year-old son in a 
head-on collision on State Road 16 
that occurred on November 18, 2016 
at 3:19 p.m. approximately 80 feet 
from the intersection of County Road 
315A, according to the Florida High-
way Patrol.

According to the arrest warrant, 
King’s son, Jason Martin Gallion, was 
restrained in a booster seat in the 

back-passenger side seat prior to the 
collision. The impact of King’s 2003 
Pontiac Vibe was so strong when it 
struck a Ford Ranger XLT pickup, 
that the child’s car seat “was located 
lying on the ground outside,” after 
the crash.

During the investigation, FHP 
found King was traveling eastbound 
on SR 16 approaching CR 315A at 
approximately 49-miles per hour in a 
45-mph zone when the vehicle exited 
the SR 16 travel lane where it “trav-
eled onto the south grass shoulder 
for 118 feet,” states the warrant.

King’s vehicle re-entered the 
travel lane from the south shoulder, 
rotated counter clockwise and trav-
eled approximately 76 feet where 
she collided with the truck that was 
westbound on SR 16.

FHP said there were no skid 
marks on the roadway to indicate 
“pre-crash braking” before King 
struck the truck, which was driven by 
Carlton Davies Silcox Jr., who re-
ceived “non-capacitating injuries.”

Investigators said King’s vehicle 
came to final rest on the north grass 
shoulder of SR 16 facing northwest, 
while Silcox’s truck was forced to 
rotate counter clockwise and travel 
approximately 37 feet before coming 
to final rest facing southwest, par-
tially obstructing the westbound lane 
and a right-only turn lane.

Fourth Judicial Circuit Court Judge 
John Skinner issued a search war-
rant to allow FHP to obtain King’s 
blood and urine specimens that were 
collected after she was treated at Or-
ange Park Medical Center the night 
of the crash. A drug toxicology test 
released on August 28, 2017 showed 
King tested positive for methamphet-
amine and amphetamine.

At press time, King remained in 
the Clay County Jail with bond set at 
$100,006.

Drunk driver gets 
slap on the wrist

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – After 
being out of jail free for two years, 
a 32-year-old Callahan man is in the 
Clay County Jail where he will serve 
a 10-month sentence for a May 2016 
drunk-driving accident that killed a 
Middleburg man.

On June 18, Fourth Judicial Circuit 

Jennifer King

SEE CRIME, 20
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Court Judge John Skinner sentenced 
Patrick Shawn Stone after a jury 
found him guilty on May 23. Stone 
also faces 10 years of probation 
when he is released from serving the 
10-month jail sentence.

According to the Florida Highway 
Patrol, Stone’s blood-alcohol content 
was .29, more than three times the 
legal limit of .08 percent the night of 
May 24, 2016 during the crash that 
killed 54-year-old Robert L. Hanson 
of Middleburg. Under Florida law, 
vehicular homi-
cide is a second-
degree felony.

According 
to FHP, Stone 
crashed his 2011 
Toyota Tundra 
into Hanson’s 
2007 Honda 
Civic while Stone 
was intoxicated 
and driving ap-
proximately 78 
miles per hour in a 40-mile-per-hour 
no-passing zone when the crash oc-
curred near the corner of Nolan and 
Brangus Roads in Middleburg at 6:36 
p.m.

Troopers said Hanson was 
driving north on Nolan Road and 
when he attempted to make a left 
turn onto Brangus, his vehicle was 
struck by Stone’s Tundra. A passen-
ger in Stone’s truck told FHP that 
Stone was trying to pass Hanson 
in a non-passing zone. The Honda 
was pushed into a ditch where Clay 
County Fire-Rescue found Hanson 
dead. 

Stone and his passenger were 
taken to St. Vincent’s Medical Center 
Clay County where he was treated 
for minor injuries.

After the crash, FHP continued 
its investigation, which led to detec-
tives obtaining a warrant for Stone’s 
arrest. That warrant was issued on 
April 13, 2017, almost a year af-
ter the crash. The Nassau County 
Sheriff’s Office arrested Stone at his 
home in Callahan on May 24, 2017. 
He was transported to Green Cove 
Springs and booked into the Clay 
County Jail where he was released 
after posting a $75,003 bond.

Crime
from page 19

Patrick Stone
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Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-
Registered. Crisp, clear sound,
state of-the-art features & no
audiologist needed. Try it RISK

FREE for 45 Days!
CALL 1-855-504-5893

ANF
Advertising Networks of Florida

Reach Over 5 Million Readers with Newspaper Advertising
904.579.2154

-

-

-

-

Unable to work due to injury or
illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.,
Social Security Disability Attorneys!
FREE Evaluation. 1-800-860-6175!
Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC.
Office: Broward Co. FL., Mbr. TX/NM
Bar. Local Attorneys Nationwide.

Were you an INDUSTRIAL or
CONSTRUCTION TRADESMAN
and recently diagnosed with
LUNG CANCER? You and your
family may be entitled to a
SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call
1-855-839-6761 for your risk free
consultation.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 855-397-7056

Financial
Service

OXYGEN
Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. Only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved! FREE

info kit. Call 1-888-572-4944

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-800-726-2194

SAVE on Medicare Supplement
Insurance! Get a FAST and FREE
Rate Quote from Medicare.com.
No Cost! No Obligation! Compare
Quotes from Major Insurance
Cos. Operators Standing By.

CALL 1-844-857-4389

Medicare doesn't cover all of your
medical expenses. A Medicare
Supplemental Plan can help cov-
er costs that Medicare does not.
Get a free quote today by calling
now. Hours: 24/7. 1-800-866-3027

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

Health Service/
Medical

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE
MARKET

COVERAGE...
from ,000 readers in

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy,
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$14.50 1 wk, $24.50 2 wks,
$32.50 3 wks, $39.00 4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$23.00 1 wk, $40.00 2 wks,
$57.00 3 wks, $72.00 4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling
Real Estate or Advertise

Your Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $25.50 Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $21.00

Business
& Svc. Directory:

1.5” x 2” $77.00/4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $154/4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms Middleburg

CLASSIFIEDCOUNTY
Clay
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REACH 20 MILLION HOMES NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing an ad in this section, 
call 579-2154

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 

HEALTHCARE CAREER TRAINING ONLINE.  Start 

PAID IN ADVANCE! Make $1000 Weekly 

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 Generic 

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians Mutual 

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE 

Business
Service 
Directory

4 papers, 1 price  
Rates start as low 
as$77for4 weeks

Call Martha 
904-579-2154

TODAY
CLAY OAKLEAF

S i O kl f A l & W Cl C

THEC L A Y  C O U N T Y THE LEADER IN LOCAL NEWS

Auto Marine     Home    

Oakleaf Plantation 
Insurance Agency, LLC

FREE Quotes Call Allan 
904-236-5347

Life & 
Accident

904-282-9061

Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Pruning, Land Clearing, 

Crane Services
24 Hour Emergency Services 

Fully Insured, Licensed &  Workers Comp
Locally Owned & Operated 45 Years

FREE ESTIMATES

Macs Tree Inc

 Mail or deliver entry form to the Clay Today office. Must be 18 to win. 
Winners will be notified. One winner per household. 

Name

Phone

Win a Jacksonville Zoo
 Family 4 Pack

Cristal Clear 
Window Cleaning

Locally owned & Operated 
Licensed and Insured

904-525-7946

Window Cleaning 
Gutter Cleanout 
Free Estimates

Pojack
“uCall – iHaul”

904-999-9855

Hauls for as 
little as $99*

www.facebook.com/jerome.jackson.336

*Call for details

Call 904-477-4148

Handyman
Services By Carrey Allen 

FREE
ESTIMATES 

Interior
Exterior
Repair
Let me 
build your 
next Project

HOMEBUYERS LLC
“Transition Services” 
Downsizing? Leave it!

No cost you, no repairs!
Ca$h in weeks, not months!

888-754-2530
www.HapsHomeBuyers.com
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Unfurnished
Apartments

Unfurnished
Apartments

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-855-836-8564

Always Protect Your Family! Final
Expense/Burial  Insurance.
$30,000 Coverage Only $1 per

day! No Med Exam!
Free Consult

Call Today 1-855-385-4423

SUPPORT our service members,
veterans and their families in their
time of need. For more information
visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org.

Advertise a job opportunity 
with us call Martha 264-3200 
or email: martha@opcfla.com

28 year established contracting firm with full benefits is 
now accepting applications for qualified applicants. Gateway 
Contracting, Inc. offers health insurance, vacation, paid 
holidays and 401k benefits, and provides stability, training, 
and growth for our employees. We are growing and have the 
need to fill the following positions. 

If you are interested and qualify, please apply 
online at www.gatewaycontractinginc.com.

FULL-TIME POSITION AVAILABLE:

q PARTS/MATERIAL RUNNER

Qualified applicants must have good driving record and pass 
background check. DFWP Call (904) 388-4799

NOW HIRING
Gibson Truck & Equip. 
is hiring CDL drivers 
with a Class B license. 
Must have no less than 
2 years experience.
Must have a clean MVR 
and pass Drug Test.
Please contact 

Joy @ 904-289-9549 
for details

Get an iPhone 8 or Samsung
Galaxy8 for $34/month. Call AT&T
Wireless today to learn how to get a
new phone. Call while supplies last.
1-855-892-2388

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL
1-800-902-7815

4/20 Meds Get your medical marijuana
cards,any Debilitating Condition.

Fast easy service.
ST Augustine 904-299-5300,
Gainesville 352-306-0220,

Orlando 2 locations
407-755-1022 or 321-247-7667

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, deliv-
ered to-the-door Omaha Steaks!
SAVE 75% PLUS get 4 more Burgers
& 4 more Kielbasa FREE! Order The
Family Gourmet Buffet - ONLY
$49.99. Call 1-844-275-9596 mention
code 51689ADS or visit www.Omah
aSteaks.com/good43

Mail this form with 
payment to: 

3513 U.S. Highway 17 
Fleming Island, FL 32003  

Or drop it by the offi  ce 
We are open 8:30 a.m - 5 p.m. 

Monday-Friday 
Call 264-3200 or 579-2154

Miscellaneous
Medical Supplies

Make a Connection. Real People,
Flirty Chat. Meet Singles right
now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE.
Call NOW: 855-334-7726

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATIONMERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE. Have your product idea
developed affordably by the Re-
search & Development pros and
presented to manufacturers. Call
1-844-349-8351 for a Free Idea
Starter Guide. Submit your idea for a
free consultation.

ALL ANTIQUES WANTED Jewelry,
Artwork, Porcelain, Art Glass, Silver,
Chinese Antiques, Designer, Mid-
Century Furniture, Handbags. Elite
Auctioneers. www.eliteauction.com
Palm Beach 561-301-9421

Antiques /
Collectibles

Use Kennel Dip
to control fleas, ticks, mange
mites & sable flies. Control
mosquitoes where they breed!

RUSSELLS FEED & FARM
(904) 291-5725)
(kennelvax.com)

Become a published author! Publica-
tions sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your
FREE author submission kit.
1-844-506-6434

Pet Supplies /
Services

Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring. Call To-

day! 1-800-214-0166

Do you have chronic knee or
back pain? If you have insur-
ance, you may qualify for the
perfect brace at little to no cost.
G e t  y o u r s  t o d a y !

1-800-862-8392

Medical Supplies MiscellaneousPETS &PETS &
ANIMALSANIMALS HELLO

my name is

Call 904.579.2154 today, and let us start 
spreading the word about your buisiness

Introduce yourself to thousands of new customers in our next 
edition. It’s a great way to showcase your products and services 

to consumers who care about keeping our community vibrant 
and strong by supporting local businesses like yours.

Your Ad Here
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© Baptist Health 2018

Emergencies can happen at any time, to anyone. And few medical emergencies are more 
time-sensitive than a stroke – a “brain attack” starving brain cells of vital oxygen. Because 
time is of the essence in treating a stroke, it’s important to know:

• The most advanced stroke treatment possible is available through Baptist Clay

• Baptist Clay Emergency is designated Acute Stroke Ready – and was the first ER of its 
kind in the state of Florida to receive this certification

• The stroke team at Baptist Clay is ready 24/7 with lifesaving 
treatment – and is part of Baptist’s comprehensive stroke 
network, with the highest level of care

Advanced stroke treatment is not available everywhere. It’s 
important to get to the right place the first time. 

Not all ERs are alike when it comes to 

Stroke.

Village Square
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Kingsley Ave

Doctors
Lake

Baptist Clay
Drive
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17

Blanding Blvd

Medical Campus
T CLAY

US 17 and Village Square Parkway 
1771 Baptist Clay Drive

Fleming Island, Florida 32003
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